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SPRECH OF HON. JOHN M, CLAYTON.
At the Whig Mass Meeting, held at Lancaster,
ﬂmlvn!l., September 5, 1844.
FrLLow-Cimizens :— We have this day assembled
under circumstances which not only excite h
and awaken the expectation of sue
the belief that the battle hus been fought,
triumph of Wiig principles rendered certain. The
roclamation of our final victory wi
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A tells me that a jolly-hearted so!
Green lsle of the Ocean, who arrived in this country
during the present year, and who had visited some
of car mighty mass meetings, declared th ;
man were to judge by u
Clay would certainly be elected President of the
United States; for he had heard
in s favor, and no one had ventured to
., ““But,” he added, ** I don’t believe
llable of it, and if { had a thousand guineas, 1'd
sk it all that Ould Kentucky will run_him_to the
bridle bits, if he dees not pass him at the winning-
pothing go much heard in the
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dential canvass opened,the appearances now around
d indicate & vigtory us overwhelm
ears to be certain. And, first of all among the
bjects of congratulation now to be seen in the
: the mothers and daughters of
the Republic gathered together to do honor to the
glorious cause, for the support of which we have
4 T hat an array of beauty
and loveliness is now before us! What whig heart
there that does not beat high with smotion, as
the ladies, God bless them ! appear this day, to
honor us and to cheer us with their approbation.
Such are the descendants of those who, in the
days of the American Revolution, bound the
wounds of the Whig soldier, and ** while pain
and anguish wrung his brow,” were as minister-
ls te the suffering patriet.
On such an occasion, and in the midst of such a
y as this, may we not pause to inquire why it
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for another. The same convention which nomina-
ted him and espoused his pringiples by a_solemn
resolution of approbation, jat the same (ime no-
minated Silas Wright, of New York, as Vice
President, the intimate and known friend of the
man they had diccarded, a known opponent
of the ‘measure of annexing Texas to the
Uniow, and one who had, bu. a few days be-
fore that, distinguished himsell 1n the Senate of the
United Stateg by hisunqualified hostility to the prin-
giples of Mr. Polk on this whole subject. True it
is that Mr. Wright, when he received inielligence
of this attempt to_degrade him by such a_nomina-
tion, matam'y. if not_indignantly, repudiated sll
conuexion with it, declined the unnatural and mon-
strous alliance, and has even gone so fur as o ae-
gign, umong his reasons for rejecting such a coali-
tion, the fact that his name haa not been presented
by the people for the uffice—thus stingivg the ad-
vocates of Mr. Polk to the quick, by reminding
them of the course which otners ought to pursue
who were in thesame category. With these facts
hefore us, the question naturally recurs—what can
be that bond of union upon which the convention
tha' made these nominations could have relied to
hald the party together T Wasit principle 1l so,
what was thatprinciple? Was it the aunexation of
Texas which led them to Baltimore ? It so0, what
was the meaniog of the vote of the majority lor Van
Buren? and whut was the meaniog of the nomina-
tion of Wright? Was it the object of the conven-
tion to defeut the monstrous project of immediute-
ly annexing, at_the expense of national dishouor
resulting from the violation of national faith, a ter-
ritory 1o our beloved country, six timesthe ares of
the mighty state of Penneylvania 1 1f so, why did
they nominate Mr. Polk, the prompt, the uncond-
tonal, the swiftly wtllmﬁ and apxious advocate of
that very mensure 1 And why did they inlerpolate
into their own party creed their {amous resolution,
which made the immediate annexation of Texas
the ground work of their whole system of policy,
and the unerring test of their political fuith 1 Let
any honorable man of this self-styled Democratie
party review all these thingsin the cool of the day ;
and as the politieal kaleidescope of his party con-
vention prezen's new forms and figures, new prin-
ciples and different objects of national policy, us
unlike each other as demons of darkness and an-
gels of light, as distant from, and as apposite to,
each other as the poles, let him decide for himselt
whether those who dared to propose each and all
of these in turn for his ap}pruhauon, are longer
worthy of his confidence. I think he will agree
with me, that it was an insult to his understand-
ing and to all his pride of personal character, lo
have supposed him so tied to a party name as Lo be
cn|]mhle of bﬂnlg thus bandied ahout like a foot-
ball at their will and pleasure ; and spurn the idea
that he is not absolved from all obligation to
sustain party nominations proceeding from men so
palﬂably prepured to adopt a new principle or to sa-
crilice an old one, as often as it should be found
convenient to do so, [Mr. Clayton here alluded
to an unjust war with Mexico as the consequence
of annexing Texas, and in a powerful appeal show-
ed how huzardous and dishonorable such a war
would be.] Indulge me next in the bnief consider-
ation of another question, which must be decided,
and, perhaps, torever settled, by the approaching
presidentinl election. It is one of such thrilling in-
terest to every true American heart, that wherever
it is rightfully understood, it absorbs and swaliows
up all other minor issnes. It 18 & question which
comes to the business and bosomns of all men
among us who seek to obtain an honorable liviog
by honorable means. If our experience as a nation
has demonstrated anything, it is the wisdom—yea!
the absolute necessity—of protecting our own home
labor—the labor of all men who live and move,
and have their being on our own American soil
whether they be native or naturalized. The sa
story of our country’s suflering during those fatel
years which preceded August 30, 1842, when the
present whig tarifi was enacted for our reliel, is
get fresh in your memories. You know how
ankruptecy and ruin had overspread the land
crushing in their progress men of all classes and
conditions. Dy the Secretary of the Treasury’s an-
nual statements of the commerce and navigation
of the United States for the year ending Bept. 30
1842, now before me, 1t appears that the imports ol
cieand bullion during the year were $4,087,016;
the exporte $.43813,639- exhibiting a drain of specie
from the country amounting to $727,523, by the
custom honse returns, By the Secretary of the
Treasury’s unnval statement of the commerce and
navigation of the United States for the last quarter
of the calendar year 1842, and first two quarters of
the year 1843 (being the first nine months of the
tariff of 1842) now before me, it appears, that du.
ring these nine months of whig protection, the
imports of epecie and bullion were $22,320,335 ;
the exports, §1,620,791; exhibitig u gein 1o
ovr favor from foreign countries on the articles 0[;&::-
cie and bullion to the enormous amount of $30,700, 544 ;
all of which, let me repeat, was broughl into the country,
and was kept in the country, by the Whig tariff for the
first nine months aiter its operation commenced. The
same document proves thet during the same nine months,
our expo.ts were $94,346 480, and our imports $64,753,709,
showing s bulance of trude in our favor lor these nine
months of $19.602681. By the same statements eof the
Secretary, it also appears that durjug the years 1841 and
1842 the tonnage of the United Statea fell off [rom that of
the preceding years about 08,000 tons ; heing & loss in
two years of abont 90,000 lons—whils it also nppesrs that
during the first nine months alter the tariff of 1842 went
into operation, our tounmge increased by the sum of
66,212 tonia ; #0 that in nine months lime we regained
more thun two thirds of all the tonnage we had lost du.
ring the two preceding years, while the tarif was de.
scending to its lowest ratés under the sct of 1833 The
question now before the country is—Shall this tariff stand
or fall 7 Itis utterly in vain for guu:m of the oppo-
wite party to attempt to evade this issune. By electing a
President 1esolately bent on ite destruction, e Mr Polk
has declared himself to be, we bring the whole power
and patronage of the General Goverument to bear o |
this system of policy, and that identical law which, we
know, ia daily rin'h!.imuimnhlu hlessings to us and
ours, We elecl s man fo instruct by a messago at each
success ve session of Congress, for four years lo come,
the Eenators and entatives of the wplu to repeal
that law, and break down that system, @ elect & man
for the purpose of filling the custom houses, where the
duties are collectad, with enemies of this system, which
he has solemnly d d in his nddress to the people of
Tennesses of April 3d, 1839, as * odicus and unjust.”
W elect n man to fill 50,000 otfices in these United Statea
with the partizons of {rco trade, and the advecates of that
British palicy which would reduce usto a_state ol colo-
nial vasealage to England, and re colonize these states in
her behalf, without subjecting her to the exj of gov.
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this day speak lor bimself. Hav
at some persons in this
poses dared to make sn iwue before
sylvauin, as to the sincerity of his
téotive system, | ven! to break a resolution I
udopted not to annoy him with letters at this crisis when
he s overburdened with corresponcence,
heh harged, in Pennsylv

ing his own
letter which I hold in my hand is in these wo
Buux Licks, Aug. 23, 1844,
My Dxan Sir,—Your supposi
pressive xetent of m po c
possible to answer allthe letters which I receive.
uirnid that I cannot repl
Mudison once remurk:
respondents were killing him, but they were I
& population,of ubent ten millions. Mine are &
of noar twenly millions.
ssibility of @ homicide, committed in
mode which Mr. Madison su, 1
I request you to attribute
sion to express to you before, the sutisfaction I
rusal of your admirable speech on the com-
knew better the motives and

y timo go twenty yards out of

gard to the com

sentiments
¥, | intendto let him
learned, a few weeks
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to many thet deserve it. Mr.

considerations which
did, and you have
We¢ were upon terms o
mucy and friendship,
me. You knew of my cons )
manufecturers, and their coincidence in opinion with ne.

our invitation, that the lame
wure and conjerred with us. Upon
more occasions than one, while gezing upon the cure-
worn countenances and b
delegntion in Congress trom
me, "'Clay, these are fine lellows, It won't to let
Juckeen hang them. We must save them.” You lived in
t Senators, and it was your
me veluation, as @ sine qus
non. Mr. Calhoun opposed it. Your mess persevered.
The fute of the bill was threatened; but he, atthe lost
moment, withdrew his epposition, and the bill finally

d ogain msserted, on the floer of
objects were simed to be

the Senaie, sat near
with the practical

| believe it was upon
Dupont came from D

ooks of some of the

2 mess of some seven or
mess that insisted upon t

pu
the Benute, that two prinei
rccomplished. One was to avert a eivil war, T
was to preserve the polic
ened, by Mr. Verplanck's
‘lib;hsnxd Ihar,.ﬂ.: believe m:;;. thr, if the
od not paeae! u next seasion of Congruss traces
licy would have been effaced irom the statute
onand | both muintained that the measure of
protection preserved by the cowpro
sufficient until about 1842,
to know what would

We replied
the homu valuation, cash duties, a lon
tleles, &o. But 1 said, also, let us take care of our-
selves now, the people of 1843 may be trusted to tuke
Public opinion, in the mean
time, mny become more enlightened, and the wisdom
of the protective policy may be demonstrated. [have not
redictions have been fulfilled
higa nt least, cverywhere, and
many ol the demoerats, are now lully persuaded that the
industry of this great country ought not to be pros
ot the feet of loreign powers,
atariff for revenne, with discriminations for
Everywhere the preservation of the tariffol 1
has worked so well, and is delivering us (rom embarrans-
ments, is loudly demanded.

The circumstances which led to, or attended
ment of the compromise, may be curicus and
as matters of history; but in respect to the policy ol
tection, the great, proctical, absorhi
the tariff of 1544 b preserved or repea
in to be solved in November next.
pressed my opinion uneguivecally in faver of it.

I thought we achieved a greet triumph in placing the
protective policy by the compromise act, without the
reach und beyond the term of Gen, Jackson's adminwtra.
tion. And we avalled oursclves of the fact that the Bouth
Caroline delegation were much
ficulty shold besettled by un than by Gen. Jackron.

You tell me that | am accused of having sbsndoned the
tective policy. That would distress me ¢xoceedin,
were not accused of all rorts of crimes and m
ors, 1 believe 1 bave been charged with every
enumerated in the Decalogne,
which my opponents are
Shrinking from all the issues arising out of the grest
policy, which have hitherto divided
@ no other refuge left, but in per-
jon and defamation.
heretofore, and with the blessing of
Providence, | hope to survive those which
directing ogainst me. Most certainly my surprise st the
attempt to muke me out a friend of free trade with fo
couutrice, #nd un opponent ol the protective policy, ou
reater than that of my competilor at

of protection. It was threat-
1, with total subversion; and

mise would be
But we were taunted by
be its condition

care of themselves.

Thke people of 1842, the

Everywhere the cry is for

more anxious that the dil-

I langh st the straights 1o
€y are to he pitied.

uestions of national
the country, they ha
vonal abuse, detract
down these nttacks ]

1 remain, always, true
J. M. Clayton, Fasq.
Now [ leave all men,and especiallythose who atte;

| the m support of which 1 lahore:
Wilmington on the 15th June last, that Mr. Clsy's ohject
by the compromise act was to save the protective prinei-
ple aud av mnel of the protective
theirown l‘tﬂﬂ.‘,l;ﬂll, aiter th

pousible for any honest
man, or any men who hast o due vespect for his charac

to avow the beliel thot He
period of his publie life, an
the ever connistent (riend of the protective
I now come to the consideration of the pre-
tenee of the advocates of James K Polk in Penneylvania
that he i, or ever was, & friend to the protective
I served, | believe, seven years in Congressw
though we were in different houses; | know thet while
there, ho was the steady enemy of protection to home la-
bor; whilo there, | never heard him re
ther than hostile to the whole

1 hold a document in my hand, con
avowed sentiments of Mr. Polk, as extracted {rom hia
speeches, addresses and Jetters, and also the opinions of
leading men and pape supports
showing what his opinions and those of kis party are,
regard to the protective

Clay is, or ever was, at any
tbut the true, thesincers,

% of the party which

licy snd the present tarif.
These extracls conclusively demonstrate that James K.
Polk, of Tennessee, is among the most bitter and unre-
lenting enemies of protection.
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[To be centinued.)

o1 or imparting to us u solitary alvantage in return
Ior.lllh'a substantial Joss of our own national independence,
Wa elect & man to fill the judicial tribunais of thia
gurarnment with judges who may declure the tarift iteelf
uncenrtitutional, and the executive und minlsterial offices
of the government with men hostile to the protection of
onr home labor ; and we mg:wtr him, should he think
P to prohibit the execution of the law ho hates, to
n::a Jdead any warrant for the enforeement of (hat law,
in the hands of his agents, by removing them st pleasure.
it has besn rumored that many Pennsylvania democrals
are friends of the tariff. 1 hope all Pennsylvanians are.
1 know they ought to be. And if they are, I trust they
never will 5‘“"“ their lamb to the wolf, by committing
their favorite policy to the hands of Jumes K. Polk. Let
no Pennsylvania democrat, who dares avow his friend
ship for that pelicy, h{ the flattering unclion to bis soul
, by the elutﬁno Mr. Polk, he will be entrusted
with the honors or offices which will be distritiuted
among the victors, shonld they now stride into power,
triumphant over the humbled frienda of American labor
Wwith all the high places of the ublic, with all the
W to tive favor, thronged by men ring
with the President elect, your Pemnaylvania turiff demo-
orats will. should Mr. Polk succeed, occupy the porition
in the White House at Washington about the 4th of
March next, somewhot rudely, but tersely and appro.
intely deacribed the saw of “poor folks at w
rolic.” Do these iotended vietims of pelitienl sujcide
Aoubt the destiny that awaite them? If they do, will they
he kind h to tell me why such o man as James K.
Polk, kmwquhil animenity to the systam of 1;:;":
tion, Iif he was known for snything, was pref the
party convention over all the honorab) and honored
statemmen ol Pennsylvaniu, and eapecially over yourown
James “n““?ﬁi‘hohu:.l rjgll:r r}mk n;:e:g ‘l.t:a
highest honors of his pu e,the glorious vote he gnve
rnlg‘lhhlv m!-';m which Mr. Polk helds in such
utter ﬂﬂm. Thin tariff qnestion presents the eardi.
nal point of diflerence botween the two gentlemen. [ they
diffar vary essentinlly on other subjects, | am not aware
of it. ?-}zy was it, lzm.lha when Van Buren, Cass anl
Johnson were discarded—men whose names, like Buchan-
an's, wers cunspicnous before the conntry for the noming.
tion—why was it, [ nsk, that at that moment the name of
such n mants Buchanen was ovarlosked or disregarded,
and hin justly lolty pretansions set anide for stich & man
an James K. Polk 7 Tn what one quality of sither haad or
heart did James K., Polk excel James Buchnuan ! Was it
n preforence given on scconnt of Mr. Polk’s greater know-
ladge and experience in the public councile? Why the
Inttor wan but & nripuni‘udﬂ while the former wus con
tending in the front ranks —smong the velerans and best
champions of the party, Buchanan had won, by his ser
vicon In Congress, one of the highest chaplets that e
the Senator's brow, while Mr. Polk was yet Ing
hin pleadings smong the county courts of Tennessee
With s name standing high among the highest of our
statesmen, the prominent man of a great State like Penn
sylvania, npon which Henry Clay had bestowed the
glorions designation of “Keystono™ of our Federal arch
with elsims founded on his native talent, on long and
faithful servico, and on his extensive and varied know
ledge ae a statesman and o scholar, the Pum{lnnhn
l-rrﬂ democrat, who hisd dared to represent the interest:
of Pennxy lvanin farmers by his vote, was supplanted by o
Southern cotton pluntar, whose mi: moritin
the judgment ol those who ¢ him the neminatjon
must have bean that he had shown uo sympathie:
for the Penusylvenia laborer ik nt whalv
conrse of his 1 lde, in which his) views
revmel  hon by the limite of the riee field
and the conflnes of the cotton plantation.  Yes,
Pennaylvenians, his vote for the was the weight
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